THE   SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

a promise that the Nagas should be his food, as he
had complained that the Nishadas or aborigines,
upon whom he had previously preyed, were not
sufficient for him.

The story of the eagle devouring the serpents,
therefore, is but a figurative description of inter-
tribal warfare.

The Garudas are said to have been distinguished
by the auspicious sign called a Srivatsa." * This
was also an especial mark of Krishna. Moreover,
the Garudas were under the leadership of that
chief, and he adopted their totem as his ensign.
In consequence of this, Krishna is poetically
described as being carried, on his warlike expedi-
tions, by the eagle.

This will serve to explain the various legends
connecting the Nagas with Garuda and with
Krishna, and each of these with Vishnu or the Sun.

We have now seen, from abundant evidence,
that originally the Nagas were the Asuras or
Serpas, and that these were of Solar race.

In later times, however, when Devas and
Danavas had all become Kshatriyas, and the events
of former days had been to a great extent forgotten,
Brahmanical writers represented the Asuras as
demons, who had assailed the Devas, as the Titans
assailed the gods of Greece.

Still later  the Asuras  became  the Nagas  of
1 Mahabharata, Udyoga, Bhagavatyana, p. c,
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